Earl Haig Secondary School
Tips for Student Success

Revised & updated October 2008
The following tips were generated from panel discussions held in October, 2005 & 2008 involving students, teachers, Safe School Monitors and Office Staff.  We hope you find it helpful.

How can parents help their children at high school?

1)  Stay involved and communicate with your child.  Encourage children to write a “to do” list and stay organized.  Encourage them to get homework done on time and not to procrastinate.  Encourage them to get involved in clubs, shows and teams as they are great confidence boosters, help them to make friends, and add to the enjoyment of high school.

2)  Encourage students to use the school planner.  It helps them remember important dates, plan for tests, stay on top of work load.  Check on a regular basis that they are using their planners.
How can parents find out more information about what is going on at the school?

There are many sources of information:

· Talk to your children about what is going on

· Visit the school website: www.earlhaig.ca
· Review the parent Handbook  that is given out the first week of school

· Get a copy of the school newspaper Carpanatomy 
· Read “Haig Line” a newsletter sent out with report cards

· Attend Parent Council Meetings, held monthly

· Add your e-mail address to our School Council list of e-mails

Where does a student go if they have a problem?

Teachers:  Teachers usually have an open door policy and will answer students’ questions, or arrange for a time to help students out.

Secretaries:  The secretaries in the office will be able to tell students where they can go to get their questions answered.

Guidance:  The guidance staff will help with any scheduling conflicts or help in selecting courses. They are also a resource for students who want to talk through any issues if they can’t do that at home.  Each student has a guidance counselor assigned to him or her.  A student can go to the guidance office to get an appointment with their counsellor.
Dave Bradley:  Dave is one of the Safe Schools Monitors.  The monitors are there to be a resource to kids if they want to talk about any problems. These people are there for students who may be feeling bullied, who need to vent confidentially to someone, or who aren’t sure where else to go.  Their role is to ensure safety in the building.
Vice Principals: The VP’s are in the Office if there are issues of a more serious nature that need to be discussed.

How do I arrange to meet with a teacher before or after Parent Night?

Parent Night in November gives parents the opportunity to discuss student progress and marks with the respective teachers. These parent meetings have actually been extended this year to include the afternoon as well as the evening, to ensure adequate time is available for these meetings.  However, if a discussion is needed before or after November, teachers can be reached by calling the school, getting the department extension and leaving a message for the specific teacher to call you back.  Meetings can be arranged for before or after school.  

What does my child do if they are starting to struggle in a certain subject?

It is important for students to stay on top of their homework.  If something is not understood it is best dealt with right away, so as not to get further behind.  Help is always available.  The Math department, for example, has before and after school help offered every day in room 292.  Teachers rotate through, but all can help out any student in any grade.  Additional times can be booked by appointment. Other subjects have similar programs, or will schedule help when requested.  Peer tutoring is another service available, at no cost, to students.  It is important to ask for help.

What do we do if our child is really struggling with school?

There is a student success program aimed at helping students that are having significant problems succeeding at high school.  This program helps students with time management, organizational skills, developing the appropriate eating and sleeping habits etc.  It also involves evaluating the programs the student is in to see if there are other programs available, even at different schools that might suit the student better and provide a better chance of success.  Students with this need are usually referred to this program by a teacher or the Guidance Department.

What is the Co-op program?

This is a program available for students to work both in school and out of school, in the workplace.  It usually involves working 2-4 hours a week at a placement location to get work experience in the career area of student interest.  It is usually offered to students 16 and older and is offered as a full credit in Grade 11 or Grade 12
What should a new student do to overcome their concerns over starting at a new, large school, such as Earl Haig?

One thing that other students stress is to get involved.  Earl Haig has an amazing number of clubs (80 last year!), sports teams, councils, bands and school shows.  By joining a club that interests them, students will meet others with the same interest.  These activities are great ice-breakers, Students get to meet others, and they enjoy the whole school experience more.  It is easier to do well in school when one is enjoying school.

If a student feels busy with homework, why should they join in extracurricular activities?

As mentioned above, joining extracurricular activities will help students meet more people and have fun.  There are other benefits though.  Many life skills can be learned through clubs and sports.  Being involved will lead to improved time management, organization and communication. Business skills such as taking minutes, or understanding roles such as president, secretary or treasurer may be learned. Involvement can be a real confidence booster for students.  Additionally, being involved in clubs, councils, teams, etc. can all look good on a resume in the future.

How many clubs, teams, shows, etc. can a student get involved in?

Students need to understand the time commitment of whatever it is they want to get involved in.  Some activities involve significant time commitments, while others involve very little. There is a range of time requirements for different clubs, teams, or school shows and also a range of what each student will be able to personally manage. It is also important to know how much school may be missed. The responsibility lies with the student to stay on top of their school workload.  They need to notify the teacher when they are absent and get caught up on any work missed.  It is wonderfully rewarding to get involved, and it enriches the school experience, but it is important that the schoolwork gets done too.

What does a student do if they don’t hear the announcements and they need to know about club meetings or other events?

Announcements should be posted on the bulletin board outside the Cafeteria on the Main Floor.  Additionally, watch for news on Haig TV. There is also a Club Bulletin Board that will have notices.  Each club, team, or event also has a teacher representative who can be contacted. A list of club contacts should be on the Club Bulletin Board.

What does a student do if they know they will miss a test due to a field trip or team game?

For Math, all students need to contact the teacher before the test to let them know that they will be away and an alternative test time will be agreed on.  Teachers can be spoken to, handed a note or left a message on their phone extension.  
For all other subjects, or in the case of illness, a note needs to be provided in writing to the teacher the day after the absence, with an explanation, and then the test will be reset.  There is no need to phone the school, unless you will be missing a math test.
What is SAC and what does it do?

SAC is the Student Activities Council at Earl Haig.  It oversees all student activities within the school and provides an opportunity for students to voice their concerns..  There are 3 staff advisors and 13 members. In addition to President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Mediamaster, who administer SAC, there are the following positions:

· Junior Mayor – representing the Grade 9 & 10 students

· Clubs and funds rep – connecting the wide range of clubs and setting rules and regulations for clubs

· SOPSS – student organization for the promotion of school spirit

· Social director – planning big events, dances, prom

· Art rep

· ESL rep

· Athletic rep

· Leadership Council rep

· External Affairs rep

· Proctor & Gamble Steering Committee rep

Most of these SAC positions are filled by elections in the spring of the school year for the following year.

What is the Leadership Council?

The Leadership Council is one of the biggest councils, with over 100 members, 9 executive members and 9 assistant executives and 3 staff advisors.  The council’s purpose is to provide leadership opportunities in both the school and the community.  It assists with school events, helps to promote school spirit, offers the peer tutoring program and organizes leadership seminars for the whole student body.  Many of the activities this council organizes provide a way for students to obtain their 40 volunteer hours that they need to graduate from high school. If students are looking for ways to obtain their 40 volunteer hours, they should talk to the Leadership Council.
Where do parents park when they need to go into the school?

Parents can press the button at the parking gate and wait for a response from the main office.  The parking arm will be raised for you to park your car in the staff parking lot.
Why does school  start a little late on Wednesdays?

Every Wednesday school starts late at 10:15 am for  Curriculum Planning and provide time for departmental meetings. 
What are the school hours?

The school office is open from 8 am. to 4:30 pm..  The school building is usually open from 7:00am.until 5 pm. to allow for the extracurricular events going on except for special days such as the Friday before long weekends where the building will be closed early.
Why do the Math teachers want students to do math contests?

Math contests give students good practice of math applications.  Additionally, math contests look good on university applications, especially if students participate year over year.  Some courses actually require participation in these contests.  It isn’t important how you do in the contest, just to be able to demonstrate that you participated.

When can students join math contests and how do they find out about deadlines for registration?

Contests and dates are in the student agenda books.  There are an equal number, two each, for the junior and for the senior grades.  Students should check with their math teachers about deadlines to registration.

How should students be doing Math homework to succeed?

In class, students usually are given time, about 15 – 20 min., to start their math homework.  This is an important starting point because teachers can help immediately.  One recommended strategy is for the student to do every second question or one half of all the questions, and then later do the remainder.  Repeat the process before a test.  Students need to routinely to put deadlines to their work.  The emphasis should be on building up skills and clarifying new concepts.

What other help is there for students with math questions?

The Math department has organized peer tutoring that has senior students helping once a week to tutor or guide a junior student through a difficulty.

How do I know which of the 3 Math subjects my child should take in Grade 12 to get into University?

It is recommended that your child talk to the math department and/or guidance, as well as research the requirements for each university and program your child is considering.

There are 3 “U” math courses in Grade 12:

· Advanced Functions (this is pre-requisite for Calculus & Vectors)

· Offered full year for students who do not need to take Calculus & Vectors

· Offered first half of the school year for those that will take Calculus & Vectors

· Calculus and Vectors
· Offered second half of school year – see above

· Data Management
In addition, there are two other grade 12 math courses available:

· Math for Everyday Life

· College & Apprenticeships Math

What is the approach of the English dept.?

The English department also addresses the student’s skills to build for success in senior levels. Basically, students are asked to nurture their human selves while building up reading and writing skills.  Teachers give regular feedback on organizing ideas, sentence structure, and mechanics.

How much of the English curriculum is media related?

About 20% is media related.  Most of the students are living with ease working with the new technology, using the web and computers.

How can we help students improve their writing skills?

That’s a primary challenge.  Writing well is difficult for all of us.  The hardest task is to get the student to see that it’s a life learning process rather than a mark driven test.  Students need to make a serious commitment to improve writing skills, in organizing ideas as well as in compositional skills. Encourage your child to write for different purposes at home, such as writing up journals to express themselves.

Why is the English curriculum so important in high school?

The English courses address the identity issues of students while they are developing in a major transition in their lives.  While the whole school offers a sense of belonging, the study of English acknowledges who they are in the process of being young people. What’s happening to them?  In the English classroom, the students discuss and share experiences. 

Why should students get involved in the teams, clubs, and extracurricular school events?

Students should get involved to enjoy themselves, build up resumes, develop more self-esteem.  Everyone has the same chance to join and become active.  

From a student’s point of view, what might be a secret to survival in school?

Ask questions.  Ask teachers questions and contact the guidance teacher.

What is the difference between the Student Office and the Main Office?

The secretaries, Vice Principals and Principal work in the Main Office.  The Student Office is where attendance is taken; lost and found is located; students may go when they are not feeling well and need to call home.
Where does the student go if they have issues with their locker?

The Student Office can help with issues such as lockers that get stuck, or replacement locks.

Where do students go at lunch?

Students may go home, eat at school in the cafeteria or go to Empress Walk and the neighbouring areas at lunchtime.  The North York Library, City Centre food courts, Loblaws and the Subway are all connected to Empress Walk.

What should parents know about the Phys. Ed. Dept.? 

By participating in Phys.Ed., students can find a sport or two they like from a full range of sporting

activities offered throughout the year.  The purpose is to develop healthy active lifestyles for their whole lives.  Consult the student agenda book for a list of offerings and in which season.

How is Phys. Ed. structured?
There are two main components to physical education: a multitude of individual sports and the health and fitness classes.  There is a good fitness centre with a variety of training for both females and males.  We are fortunate, indeed, to have the only one course given in Ontario on martial arts.  Students can also take classes in exercise science if they are interested in the study of health care disciplines, such as physiotherapy, in their later years.  There are also open gym and open fitness times.

When can a student take a Phys. Ed. credit?

Students can join in Phys.Ed. courses in Grades 11 & 12 even if they had not taken any earlier, and can take as many credits as they like.

What is an important tip or two for success for Phys. Ed.?

Work hard for improvement, be sure to wear good supporting running shoes, and participate.
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