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Course Description/Rationale/Overview: 


This course investigates the history of humanity from the earliest times to the sixteenth century.  Students will analyze diverse societies from around the world, with particular regard to the political, cultural and economic structures and historical forces that form the foundation of the modern world.  They also will examine the influence of selected individuals and groups, as well as particular innovations, and will develop skills of historical inquiry, organization, analysis, and communication.  Although the course will focus on the “western” world, civilizations from Asia, Africa, and the Americas will also be examined.





Class Requirements: 


The textbook for this course is World Civilizations.  Students will be issued this book at the beginning of the course.  The replacement cost for this textbook if lost is $75.


In addition, the textbook will be supplemented with photocopied materials, which will be used to enrich certain topics from the textbook or to explore other issues pertaining to the course.  A $2 enrichment fee will be collected.





Course Requirements/Department Policies


Late Assignments


It is the expectation that all assignments be completed and submitted on time.  If an assignment is handed in after it has been taken up/handed back, at the teacher’s discretion, the student may not receive a mark for it.





Missed Tests


It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements, ahead of time, for any tests/quizzes that are missed. If a student misses a test/quiz for an unforeseen reason such as illness, the student must bring a note signed by a parent or guardian and be prepared to write the test/quiz immediately upon return to school at a time determined by the teacher





Teacher Contact 


Teachers in the Social Sciences Department can be reached at (416) 395-3210, ext. 20075 or 20085.  Parents wishing to meet with a teacher are requested to make an appointment with the teacher prior to coming to the school. 











Assessment Strategies


Each unit or strand of the course will be evaluated using summative evaluations.  Students will also be expected to complete assessment activities of a formative nature in order to learn and to practice the specific expectations that will compose these summative evaluations.  Examples of summative evaluations are tests, case studies, interviews, reports, presentations, seminars, debates, research and other writing assignments.











Evaluation 


Summative evaluations completed at the end of each unit of study will be worth 70% of the final mark.  These include a variety of different evaluation methods and strategies (tests, debates, seminars, presentations, research assignments, and essays)





Students will be asked to complete an  “Artifact” assignment towards the end of the course. This will entail the construction of a replica of this artifact as well as write a research essay based upon the importance of the artifact to the society that produced it.
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Unit One: Humanity Before Civilization


Through their examination of current historical evidence, students will learn about the development of societies from the most simple to the most complex.  They will examine the different roles of members of those societies in the early stages of human history, particularly during the Paleolithic and Neolithic historical periods.  In this unit, students will be introduced to the process of historical inquiry, analysis and interpretation and will come to understand how these interpretations shape the way history is studied.  Finally, students will examine the transition from hunter/gatherer societies to agricultural societies and evaluate the criteria a society must meet to be regarded as a civilization.





Unit Two: Middle Eastern Civilizations


In this unit, students will discover why the earliest civilizations developed along the major river systems of Mesopotamia and Egypt.  An in depth study of Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt will be undertaken in which the political organization, legal traditions, economic structure, technological development, social organization, cultural life and religious rituals and practices of these earliest civilizations are examined.  The Indus Valley Civilization of India and the Yellow River Civilization of ancient China may also be studied as part of this unit.





Unit Three: The Mediterranean World


In this unit, students will have the opportunity to examine the two great civilizations of the Mediterranean world, Greece and Rome.  They will study the development of Greek society from its humble beginning as a collection of agricultural communities to the “Golden Age” of classical Greece and the Hellenistic period.   Its Minoan origins on the island of Crete will be studied along with the Myceaean period, the Archaic period leading to the classical age when Sparta and Athens were rivals for control of the Greek world. The rise of Rome as the influence of the Greeks began to decline, will be examined next and both the republican and imperial eras will be examined.  Finally, the influence of both the Greeks and the Romans on western civilization today will be studied.





Unit Four: The Medieval World


In this unit, the Middle Ages in Europe will be examined with particular reference to the role of the Roman Church in the medieval world. The focus of study will be on the shift of political control after the collapse of the Roman Empire away from the Mediterranean basin to Northern Europe. Students will analyze how new social structures associated with feudalism emerged which lay the foundations for the political, social, cultural and religious systems that predominate today in the western world.





Unit Five: The Renaissance


In this final unit, students will examine the transition from the late Middle Ages period in Europe to the Renaissance with its re-emphasis of the classical heritage of Greece and Rome.  Students will study how European contact with other cultures in Asia and the Middle East, particularly the Byzantine and Islamic civilizations contributed to the new ideas of the Renaissance in Europe and the western world.











Achievement Categories and Weighting


Knowledge and Understanding		25%


Thinking and Inquiry			25%


Communication				25%


Application				25%








Learning Skills:


Students will also have their learning skills assessed as part of normal class work and while completing summative evaluations.  The ability to work independently, teamwork, organization skills, work habits, and initiative will be assessed and communicated in the Learning Skills section of the report card.








FINAL MARK


The final mark for this course will be determined based upon an accumulation of marks from unit summative activities and from a final summative evaluation.





Year’s Work:		 	70%





Final Summative Evaluation	30%


This will be completed during the final six weeks of the course and may include a variety of summative activities including an exam, a presentation, a seminar or an essay or another writing assignment.
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