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Course Description/Rationale/Overview: 


This course explores the meaning of being an informed citizen in a democratic society. Students will learn the elements that define democracy and the meaning of democratic citizenship within a local, national and global context. In addition, students will learn about the significance of social change, as well as explore decision-making processes in our society. Students will have the opportunity to explore beliefs and to share perspectives on social matters. Students will engage in critical and creative analyses concerning social issues.





Class Requirements: 


The textbook for this course is Passport to Civics.  Students will be issued this book at the beginning of the course.  The replacement cost for this textbook if lost is $50.





Photocopied material and videos will supplement the textbook in order to enrich certain topics or to explore other issues pertaining to the course.





Course Requirements/Department Policies


Late Assignments


It is the expectation that all assignments be completed and submitted on time.  If an assignment is handed in after it has been taken up/handed back, at the teacher’s discretion, the student may not receive a mark for it.





Missed Tests


It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements, ahead of time, for any tests/quizzes that are missed. If a student misses a test/quiz for an unforeseen reason such as illness, the student must bring a note signed by a parent or guardian and be prepared to write the test/quiz immediately upon return to school at a time determined by the teacher





Teacher Contact 


Teachers in the Social Sciences Department can be reached at (416) 395-3210, ext. 20075 or 20085.  Parents wishing to meet with a teacher are requested to make an appointment with the teacher prior to coming to the school. 








Assessment Strategies


Each unit or strand of the course will be evaluated using summative evaluations.  Students will also be expected to complete assessment activities of a formative nature in order to learn and to practice the specific expectations that will compose these summative evaluations.  Examples of summative evaluations are tests, case studies, interviews, reports, presentations, seminars, debates, research and other writing assignments.











Evaluation 


Summative evaluations completed at the end of each unit of study will be worth 70% of the final mark.  These include a variety of different evaluation methods and strategies (tests, debates, seminars, presentations, research assignments, and essays)
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Course Outline:





Unit 1: The Good Citizen


This unit focuses on the basic ideas and issues that are fundamental to democratic government, to democratic decision making and to democratic citizenship. Students will explore the use of power, needs and wants, conflict resolution and other concepts pertaining to citizenship.





Unit 2: The Informed Citizen


This unit focuses on the rights and responsibilities of Canadian Citizenship and the structure of the Canadian system of Government. Students will examine and evaluate the government institutions, political processes, legal safeguards and private and public agencies that help to define democracy in Canada.  


   


Unit 3: The Active Citizen


This unit focuses on the democratic methods that may be used by Canadian citizens to make a difference in ensuring that Canada is the type of country Canadians want. Students will examine the ways citizens can bring about change and analyze electoral systems.





Unit 4: The Global Citizen 


 This unit focuses on the critical issues facing the global community and the way to defend and promote the rights and responsibilities of global citizenship. Students will identify issues such as peace, human rights, and environmental citizenship, learn and analyze the roles of the United Nations and Canada in the Global Community. 


 








Achievement Categories and Weighting





Knowledge and Understanding		25%


Thinking and Inquiry			25%


Communication				25%


Application				25%








Learning Skills:


Students will also have their learning skills assessed as part of normal class work and while completing summative evaluations.  The ability to work independently, teamwork, organization skills, work habits, and initiative will be assessed and communicated in the Learning Skills section of the report card.








FINAL MARK


The final mark for this course will be determined based upon an accumulation of marks from unit summative activities and from a final summative evaluation





Year’s Work:		 	70%





Final Summative Evaluation	30%


This will be completed during the final six weeks of the course and may include a variety of summative activities including an exam, a presentation, a seminar or an essay or another writing assignment.
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