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Course Description/Rationale/Overview: This course draws upon students’ everyday experiences and uses a variety of frameworks, including the ecozone framework, to help students learn about the geography of Canada and the country’s place in the global community.  Students will investigate the interconnections among the country’s landforms, climates, soils, plants, animals, and human activities in order to understand Canada.  The emphasis on this course is an introduction to geography while teaching English language skills.





Class Requirements: 


The textbook for this course is Experience Canada . Students will be issued this book at the beginning of the course.  The replacement cost for this textbook is $75.


In addition, the textbook will be supplemented with photocopied materials, which will be used to enrich certain topics from the textbook or to explore other issues pertaining to the course.  A $2 enrichment fee will be collected.





Course Requirements/Department Policies


Late Assignments


It is the expectation that all assignments be completed and submitted on time.  If an assignment is handed in after it has been taken up/handed back, at the teacher’s discretion, the student may not receive a mark for it.





Missed Tests


It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements, ahead of time, for any tests/quizzes that are missed. If a student misses a test/quiz for an unforeseen reason such as illness, the student must bring a note signed by a parent or guardian and be prepared to write the test/quiz immediately upon return to school at a time determined by the teacher





Teacher Contact 


Teachers in the Social Sciences Department can be reached at (416) 395-3210, ext. 20075 or 20085.  Parents wishing to meet with a teacher are requested to make an appointment with the teacher prior to coming to the school. 











Assessment Strategies


Each unit or strand of the course will be evaluated using summative evaluations.  Students will also be expected to complete assessment activities of a formative nature in order to learn and to practice the specific expectations that will compose these summative evaluations.  Examples of summative evaluations are tests, case studies, interviews, reports, presentations, seminars, debates, research and other writing assignments.











Evaluation 


Summative evaluations completed at the end of each unit of study will be worth 70% of the final mark.  These include a variety of different evaluation methods and strategies (tests, debates, seminars, presentations, and research assignments).
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Unit 1: Natural Systems


This unit looks at the characteristics of natural systems such as climate, landforms, water, soils, natural vegetation, and wildlife.








Unit 2: Human Systems


This unit looks at the characteristics of human systems such as transportation, population, communication, energy networks, and industry.








Unit 3: Human Impact on the Environment


This unit looks at the interconnections between human systems and natural systems.








Unit 4: Global Connections


This unit looks at different ways that Canada is connected to other parts of the world and how we are a part of the global village.








Unit 5: Sustainable Development


This unit looks at how we can change our lifestyles to limit the amount of damage we are doing to the Earth.








Achievement Categories and Weighting


Knowledge and Understanding		25%


Thinking and Inquiry			25%


Communication				25%


Application				25%








Learning Skills:


Students will also have their learning skills assessed as part of normal class work and while completing summative evaluations.  The ability to work independently, teamwork, organization skills, work habits, and initiative will be assessed and communicated in the Learning Skills section of the report card.








FINAL MARK


The final mark for this course will be determined based upon an accumulation of marks from unit summative activities and from a final summative evaluation





Year’s Work:		 	70%





Final Summative Evaluation	30%


This will be completed during the final six weeks of the course and may include a variety of summative activities including an exam, a presentation, a seminar or other writing assignments.
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