Helpful Tips and Reminders:

What you will need:

- Use only bring blue or black pen or pencil. If you write in another colour, it will not be scored.

-Bring a highlighter to highlight key parts of a question or passage.

-Make sure you have pencils for the student answer sheet.

- Bring a white eraser to use on the student answer sheet in case you change your mind and need to erase a bubble.

-All bags and coats MUST be left in your lockers.

-Do not bring cell phones, iPods or any electronic devices.

-Dictionaries and whiteout are not permitted during the test.

- Eat breakfast on the day of the test (the cafeteria will be closed).

Things you need to know during the test:
-Read the test instructions that your teacher gives you.

-Bring a book to read if you finish early. Depending on when you complete each booklet, you may not be able to leave the room, and must sit quietly while other students continue working.

 -At the end of Booklet 2, there is a questionnaire that you will need to complete.

-Do not write past the lines given.

-No offensive language or the principal will be notified and your paper will not be scored.

-Write legibly or your paper will not be scored.

- Bring student ID.
Reading and Writing Portions of the Test

*Remember that there are 2 parts to the test. Each booklet will have a mix of reading and writing activities. The written answers that go with the READING tasks are marked on content only. The written answers that go with the WRITING tasks are marked on content AND grammar. You can check at the top of the page to see whether a task is a READING task or a WRITING task. However, it is a good idea to always use proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation, regardless of the type of task.
News Report - Writing
-You must include the 5 W’s in the first sentence or two of your News Report.

- Keep tenses consistent!

-You must include at least 2 quotations. You will receive a higher mark if you include quotations from different perspectives, for example, from a teacher and a principal, or a manager and a worker.

-You must be specific with your details! See below for an example of what is a good answer as opposed to one that is vague and therefore missing specific details.

	Vague Details
	Strong Details

	Who: a girl and her mother
	Who: a girl, Lucy Ball and her mother Mrs. Ball

	Where: Toronto, Canada
	Where: Earl Haig Secondary School in Toronto Canada

	What: Bake Sale
	What: ESL department held a Bake Sale at Earl Haig to raise funds for their field trip

	When: last week
	When: last week on Wednesday, March 21st , 2012

	Why: no money
	Why: students were short on funds so they decided to have a bake sale


The Series of Paragraphs Expressing an Opinion- Writing
-You must have at least 3 paragraphs. In class, you were taught how to use a 4 or 5 paragraph format for this test. 

-Remember, the essay question will always ask your opinion and you must choose a side.

-Keep tenses consistent.

-Keep pronouns consistent.

Sample questions: 

Should zoos exist?

Should students have part-time jobs?

Is the OSSLT a good idea?

Are famous people good role models for young people today?

Are cell phones necessary in teenager’s lives?

Should Earl Haig make uniforms mandatory?

Outline:

4-5 Paragraph Essay

Introduction-Your opinion  and 2-3 ideas

1st Argument +2 proofs/details from your life and knowledge
2nd Argument+2 proofs/details from your life and knowledge
(3rd Argument) +2 proofs/details from your life and knowledge
Conclusion- restate your opinion and main ideas in the order that you mention them in your introduction paragraph (which should also be the same order that you discuss them  in your middle paragraphs).
6 Line Answer - Writing
-Use the words from the question to formulate the first sentence of your  answer.

-Include specific details from the text to support your ideas. 

-Connect the specific details to the main idea.

-Again, do not write past the 6 lines given unless it is to finish a sentence started on the previous line. Any sentences that begin past the 6 lines that they give you, will NOT BE SCORED.
Multiple Choice

-Make sure you answer on the Student Answer Sheet or else it will NOT BE SCORED.
- Cover up the options and read only the question. Try to recall or infer the answer from your reading of the text. Thinking of the right answer first helps you avoid being tricked by the wrong answers in the list.

-Read ALL options before choosing one.

-Return to the text that the question refers to and consider each option separately. 

-Eliminate the wrong or least correct options and select the one that is nearest to what is stated explicitly or implied by the text.

-Be aware of words such as always, never, only, must, completely, totally in the options, and make sure that they are true for your answer.

-Be careful of the word all because it could either be a statement of fact or exaggeration. 

GOOD LUCK!

