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Course Description / Rationale / Overview:

This course is Beginner Japanese, and is designed for students with no or very little background in Japanese. Students will learn and master the reading and writing of hiragana and katakana, and will learn how to read a few basic kanji. Students will learn to communicate by exploring essential grammar, as well as basic sentence structures in the polite form, while covering wide range of cultural elements of Japan.

	Class requirements:

Text: Adventures in Japanese 1

        Textbook, 3rd ed.

        (On loan from school –

         replacement cost - $60)

Workbook: Adventures in

                Japanese 1 Workbook

A fee of $30 will be collected for the workbook. 


	Course requirements / Department Policies

Late assignments 

Late assignments must be accompanied with a note signed by a parent/guardian stating the reason for the tardiness of the assignment. The date must list the due date of the assignment and the actual date of submission. If an assignment is handed in after it has been taken up or handed back, the student may not receive a mark for it.

Missed tests

The student is responsible for making arrangements, ahead of time, for any tests/quizzes that are missed. If a test/quiz is missed for an unforeseen reason, such as an illness, the student must bring a note signed by a parent or guardian and be prepared to write the test/quiz immediately upon return to school.


	Assessment Strategies

- Listening comprehension: students will listen to statements and translate or select the correct answer

- Quizzes and tests: these cover the grammar, vocabulary and characters studied in the unit(s)

- Projects and assignments: these are oral and written projects in many units

- Presentations: students orally present their projects in many units

- Interview: students show their listening and speaking skills in a one-on-one interview with the teacher


	Achievement Categories

Knowledge/Understanding

Thinking/Inquiry

Communication

Application

Note: the curriculum strands are used in Japanese to determine weighting, not the achievement categories.
	Curriculum strands

Oral communication (listening/speaking)

Reading

Writing
	Learning skills

Works independently

Team work

Organisation

Work habits

Initiatives


	Evaluation

This year's work will be based on:

- listening comprehension

- reading comprehension

- quizzes and tests

- oral presentations

- oral and written projects

- orthography


	Final mark

Year's work:                          70%

Oral communication:              30%

Reading:                                20%

Writing:                                 20%

Final summative evaluation: 30%

Oral communication:              12%

Reading:                                  9%

Writing:                                   9%
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	Unit
	Curriculum Strands
	Categories of Achievement


	Evaluation



	Unit 1: 

Sounds, greetings, hiragana, classroom
	Oral communication

Reading

Writing
	Hiragana/vocab quizzes (K/U, A, C)

Unit Test (K/U, T/I, A, C)
	Part of 70% of the final mark

	Unit 2: 

Family, self-introduction, what do you do?
	Oral communication

Reading

Writing
	Self-introduction assignment (K/U, T/I, A, C)

Vocab/sentence quizzes (K/U, A, C)

Unit Test (K/U, T/I, A, C)
	Part of 70% of the final mark

	Unit 3:

Hobbies, characteristics

	Oral communication

Reading

Writing
	Vocab/sentence quizzes (K/U, A, C)

Kanji quizzes (K/U, A, C)

Skit (K/U, T/I, A, C)

Unit Test (K/U, T/I, A, C)
	Part of 70% of the final mark

	Unit 4:

Invitation, katakana
	Oral communication

Reading

Writing
	Katakana quizzes (K/U, A, C)

Vocab/sentence quizzes (K/U, A, C)

Unit test (K/U, T/I, A, C)
	Part of 70% of the final mark

	Unit 5:

The past, places, reading kanji, review
	Oral communication

Reading

Writing
	Katakana quizzes (K/U, A, C)

Vocab/sentence quizzes (K/U, A, C)

Unit test (K/U, T/I, A, C)
	Part of 70% of the final mark

	Summative Evaluation
	Oral communication

Reading

Writing
	Final Exam (K/U, T/I, A, C)

Final Project (K/U, T/I, A, C)
	30% of the final mark


The fine print: please note that the evaluation methods may change.
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