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Course Description/Rationale/Overview


ENG4U1 – Post-Colonial is an optional section of ENG4U the high school graduation course aimed at preparing students for further studies at the university level. Students in this section will approach their study of literature through the lens of post-colonial literary theory in order to develop literacy, critical thinking and communication skills. They will learn to go beyond traditional Western definitions of literature to appreciate distinct values, voices and points of view from Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America. Students will prepare for academic life at university through a number of activities: independent research and reading leading to a major paper; a variety of other written and oral responses including analytical and argumentative essays; a critical examination of western media depictions of these regions of the world; and understanding academic language and using it coherently in discussion and argument. In addition, this section will provide opportunities for cross-curricular learning reinforcing themes and issues in three senior level Social Science courses: World Issues, Politics and Canadian History.














Student Requirements 


ENG3U as a prerequisite (80% average recommended)


Readiness for learning that will increase in depth and difficulty


Motivated and independent learner


Appreciation of challenging literature and desire to pursue studies in literature


Interests/courses that coincide with themes/issues related to post-colonial literature





Course Requirements/Department Policies


Late Assignments


Late assignments must be accompanied with a note signed by a parent or guardian stating the reason for tardiness of the assignment. The note must list the due date of the assignment and the actual date of submission. If an assignment is handed in after it has been taken up/handed back, the student may not receive a mark for it.





Missed Tests


It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements, ahead of time, for any tests/quizzes that are missed. If a student misses a test/quiz for an unforeseen reason such as illness, the student must bring a note signed by a parent or guardian and be prepared to write the test/quiz immediately upon return to school.








Assessment Strategies


Personal response journals, persuasive/argumentative essays, methods of development, oral presentations, seminars, timed in-class writing, teacher-student conferences, peer editing, self-evaluation, media products, common evaluations and an exam.





Achievement Categories


Knowledge and understanding


Thinking and inquiry


Communication


Application


These achievement categories are contained and evaluated in the curriculum strands.





Evaluation: TERM MARK BREAKDOWN





Reports 1 & 2:	Reading & Literature		30%


		Writing				30%


		Language				20%


		Media				20%


(Grade 12 students will write a common evaluation in January worth 15% of their  


  grade and which will be part of the Reading & Literature and the Writing strands.)





Final Report	Reading & Literature		21%


		Writing				21%


		Language				14%


		Media				14%


Summative Evaluation 		30%


				100%
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Course Outline





The course can be grouped into six major units: 





Invitation to literature, writing and media –  The course will begin with an examination of an assortment of texts including essays, poetry, short story, drama, and media. Models of writing will be used to learn about various patterns of organization, style, and rhetoric. Textbooks that could be used include: Viewpoints 12; Echoes 12; The Act of Writing; Reference Points; or other appropriate sources.  





Independent Literary Research Project (ILRP)  –  ENG4U1 – Post-Colonial students will begin an ILRP in October and conclude in early May. Outside of class, students will read two independent novels written by authors from Africa, Asia, the Caribbean or Latin America – authors considered post-colonial writers. Students will prepare reading and process notes on their reading, and participate in in-class colloquies making connections with other students’ responses to their novels.  In early May, the ILRP will culminate when students write a final, in-class essay on a topic of literary inquiry that will emerge from their research and discussions.  It will be a detailed and thoughtful exploration of the topic drawing upon support from theory learned in class, from independent research, and from the literature studied.  





Shakespeare – Students will study The Tempest.   





Novel study  –  This unit will offer students an opportunity to expand their awareness of literary styles, issues and ideas through the study of at least two novels.  Possible novels include: Heart of Darkness (Conrad); Things Fall Apart (Achebe); Such A Long Journey (Mistry); Cry, the Beloved Country (Paton); One Hundred Years of Solitude (Marquez).   





Media study – As a major part of high school English curriculum, an examination of media will form part of the course. ENG4U1–Post-Colonial will look critically at western media depictions of Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America. Film study will also form part of the course – both documentaries and feature films that deal with post-colonial themes. The following are examples of potential student-made media texts that provide students with opportunities to demonstrate expectations: a music video using contemporary music from Asia, Africa or Latin America; an interview (radio/video). 





Final Evaluation  –  Students will have final evaluative projects that will determine the 30% summative part of their grade. The ILRP in-class essay in early May will form 15% of this mark. Other written, oral and media related activities will form the other 15%. 














Curriculum Strands and Weighting


Reading & Literature		 30%


Writing			 30%


Oral literacy			 20%


Media Studies		 20%





Learning Skills


Works Independently


Team work


Organization


Work Habits/Homework


Initiative








FINAL MARK


Marks in each strand are cumulative for the whole year. The final mark will be calculated according to Ministry policy.





Cumulative year’s work:	 	70%





Final Summative Evaluation	30%





The year’s summative evaluation 


could include activities such as:


+ a literary essay based on the student’s ILRP


+ an oral presentation to the class


+ a creative assignment such as a media project


+ a final exam is a possible option 
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