Consider the works of literature we have studied this year:

The Metamorphosis, Everything is Illuminated, Maus, Indignation, and Barney’s Version. 
Compose an essay which answers ONE of the following. Your answer must include an analysis of three works of literature we studied this year.
1. Some literary critics have noted that Jews have become a symbol of persecution,
endurance, and moral courage in late 20th and early 21st century literature.

What thematic statement is made in three of the works studied this year about persecution, endurance, and moral courage? In which works is this issue most forcefully addressed?
2.  Many Jewish writers have written about the paradoxical process of trying to find a
language and a literary framework for writing about events that seem to be, by
their very nature, unimaginable and unutterable.

Assess the degree to which three works of literature studied this year have succeeded in addressing this paradox.

3. Certain motifs recur in many works by Jewish authors: alienation, grappling with
identity, parent-child bonds, guilt, humour, forgiveness, the past and present,
(among others).  

Consider three works of literature studied this year, and assess the success of each
author’s use of recurring motifs in his work (you must discuss at least 3 motifs;
make sure that the motifs in question appear in all three works).
(in determining the success of the authors’ use of recurring motifs, consider their ability to convey a dominant theme)
Feel free to refer to The Educated Imagination.
All writing must be done in class.
You may bring to class one page of pertinent quotations and/or the books you plan to discuss.

Please bring all your books to class: I will collect them.
