LITERARY TERMS AND DEVICES

	DEVICE
	DEFINITION
	Example

	ALLEGORY
	The rhetorical strategy of extending a metaphor through an entire narrative so that objects, persons, and actions in the text are equated with meanings that lie outside the text.

	· ANIMAL FARM BY GEORGE ORWELL, WHERE THE VARIOUS FARM ANIMALS STAND IN FOR HIERARCHIES OF SOCIETY

	ALLITERATION
	· THE REPETITION OF THE SAME CONSONANT SOUNDS.
	· HE CLASPS THE CRAG WITH CROOKED HANDS.

	ALLUSION
	· AN INDIRECT OR DIRECT REFERENCE TO SOMETHING YOU ASSUME YOUR AUDIENCE WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE.
	· HER ROLES IN E.T. AND IRRECONCILABLE DIFFERENCES MADE DREW BARRYMORE THE SHIRLEY TEMPLE OF THE 1980S.

	ANALOGY
	· A SITUATION THAT IS SIMILAR, COMPARABLE; A LIKENESS IN SOME RESPECTS.
	· JUST AS THE ROMANS DID NOT BUILD ROME IN A DAY, SO WE NEED A LONG TIME TO LEARN ABOUT THE METHODS OF ESSAY DEVELOPMENT.

	ANECDOTE
	· A BRIEF STORY THAT SHARES AN INTERESTING OR AMUSING EVENT DEALING WITH ONE INCIDENT.
	· QUEEN MAB STORY IN ROMEO AND JULIET

	ASSONANCE
	· ASSONANCE IS THE REPETITION OF VOWEL SOUNDS BUT NOT CONSONANT SOUNDS. 
	· FLEET FEET SWEEP BY SLEEPING GEEKS.

	CONNOTATION
	· AN IDEA OR MEANING SUGGESTED/ IMPLIED BY OR ASSOCIATED WITH A WORD OR THING IN ADDITION TO ITS LITERATL MEANING.
	· HOLLYWOOD HOLDS CONNOTATIONS OF ROMANCE AND GLITTERING SUCCESS.

	COUPLET
	· A UNIT OF VERSE CONSISTING OF TWO SUCCESSIVE LINES, USUALLY RHYMING AND HAVING THE SAME METER AND OFTEN FORMING A COMPLETE THOUGHT OR SYNTACTIC UNIT. 
	· "IF THE PHONE RINGS,
           HOPE THEN STILL CLINGS."


	DICTION
	· THE CHOICE AND USE OF WORDS.
	· IMAGERY, POETIC DEVICES, LOADED WORDS.

	ENUMERATION
	· THE LISTING, IN NUMERICAL ORDER, OF POINTS OR IDEAS.
	· FIRSTLY, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT … SECONDLY, IT SHOULD ... AND THIRDLY.

	EUPHEMISM


	· THE SUBSTITUTION OF A MORE DELICATE OR LESS OFFENSIVE WORD OR PHRASE FOR ANOTHER - BOTH OF WHICH TEND TO MEAN THE SAME THING.

	· IT’S NOT REVERSE RACISM, IT’S AFFIRMATIVE ACTION.


	FORESHADOWING
	· AN ADVANCE HINT OF WHAT IS TO COME IN THE STORY
	· Benvolio to Romeo
· “Take thou some new infection to thy eye, 
·   And the rank poison of the old will die. “

	
HYPERBOLE
	· A STATEMENT THAT STRETCHES THE TRUTH TO ADD EMPHASIS AND ENTERTAINMENT VALUE.
	· I FEEL LIKE A THOUSAND POUNDS.
· HE WAS TEN FEET TALL.

	IDIOM
	· A COMMON PHRASE OR EXPRESSION THAT MEANS SOMETHING DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THE WORDS ACTUALLY SAY.
	· SHE GOT COLD FEET (SHE CHANGED HER MIND).
· IT WAS RAINING CATS AND DOGS (IT WAS RAINING HEAVILY).

	IMAGERY
	· A TECHNIQUE A WRITER USES TO CREATE PICTURES IN THE READER’S MIND AND TO APPEAL TO THE SENSES OF TOUCH, TASTE, SMELL, OR HEARING.
	· MY TOBOGGAN AND I CARVE WINTER.  WE CRUNCH OVER THE POWDERY SNOW, THE ONE BY ONE GLISTENING GRAINS THEY SIGH AND SQUEAK.

	IRONY
	· A CLASH BETWEEN WHAT MIGHT BE EXPECTED AND WHAT ACTUALLY OCCURS
· DRAMATIC IRONY – THE READER OR AUDIENCE KNOWS ABOUT AN EVENT OR SITUATION THAT THE CHARACTER DOES NOT.
· VERBAL IRONY – THE SPEAKER SAYS ONE THING BUT MEANS SOMETHING ELSE.
	· I WAS SIMPLY OVERJOYED AT HAVING TO RETURN TO SCHOOL AFTER THE SUMMER.

	JARGON

	· SPECIALIZED WORDS OR TERMINOLOGY USED IN CERTAIN SITUATION AND OCCUPATIONS.
	· DIALOGUING

	JUXTAPOSITION
	· PLACE TWO IDEAS TOGETHER SO THAT THEIR CLOSENESS AND COMPARISON CREATE A SHARP CONTRAST OR A NEW, SOMETIMES IRONIC, MEANING.
	· IN A SHAMPOO COMMERCIAL PUTTING SIDE BY SIDE PICTURES OF THE SAME PERSON, ONE WITH THEM HAVING DANDRUFF.

	UNDERSTATEMENT
	· THE USE OF DOWNPLAYED TERMS FOR THE PUSPOSE OF EMPHASIS.
	· HARRISON FORD’S MOST FAMOUS CHARACTER, INDIANA JONES, HAS OCCASSIONALLY FOUND HIMSELF IN A BIT OF A JAM.

	METAPHOR
	· AN EXPRESSION THAT DESCRIBES OR IMPLIES A COMPARARISON BETWEEN A PERSON, PLACE OR THING.
	· THE SKY WAS A BLUE SEA.

	ONOMATOPOEIA
	· WORDS WHOSE SOUND MAKES YOU THINK OF THEIR MEANING.
	· CRASH, SLAM, HUSH, CLICK, BANG, BUZZ.

	OXYMORON
	· THE JOINING OF TWO CONTRADICTORY WORDS IN A PHRASE.
	· JUMBOSHRIMP.

	PARADOX
	· AN APPARENTLY CONTRADICTORY STATEMENT THAT NEVERTHELESS CONTAINS AN ELEMENT OF TRUTH.
	· IN ORDER TO BE HEALTHY WE NEED TO GET SICK. IT BUILDS OUR IMMUNE SYSTEM.

	PARALLEL STRUCTURE
	· THE REPETITION OF A GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURE IN A SENTENCE.
	· MANY PEOPLE USE DRUGS AS A SOCIALIZING TOOL, AS A WAY OF MEETING NEW PEOPLE, AND AS A WAY OF BECOMING POPULAR.

	PARODY
	· PARODY IS A FORM OF SATIRE THAT IMITATES ANOTHER WORK OF ART IN ORDER TO RIDICULE IT.
	· AUSTIN POWERS AS A PARODY OF THE JAMES BOND MOVIES.

	PERSONIFICATION
	· WHEN THE WRITER DESCRIBES AN ANIMAL, AN OBJECT OR THING AS IF IT WERE A PERSON.
	· THE WIND WHISTELED THROUGH THE TREES.
· THE STARS WINKED AT US.

	PUN
	· A WORD OR PHRASE WITH MORE THAN ONE POSSIBLE MEANING USED TO CREATE COMIC EFFECT.
	· TIME FLYS LIKE AN ARROW, BUT FRUIT FLIES
 LIKE A BANANA

	RHETORICAL QUESTION
	· A QUESTION WHOSE ANSWER IS ALREADY KNOWN OR IMPLIED.
	· IT’S ELEVEN O’CLOCK.  DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOUR CHILDREN ARE?

	SATIRE
	· A LITERARY TONE USED TO RIDICULE OR MAKE FUN OF HUMAN VICE OR WEAKNESS, OFTEN WITH THE INTENT OF CORRECTING, OR CHANGING, THE SUBJECT OF THE SATIRIC ATTACK.
	· THE SIMPSONS, FAMILY GUY, THIS HOURS HAS 22 MINUTES.

	SIMILE
	· AN EXPRESSION THAT DESCRIBES OR DIRECTLY COMPARES A PERSON, PLACE OR THING BY COMPARING IT TO SOMETHING ELSE USING THE WORDS “LIKE” OR “AS”.
	· THE SKY WAS LIKE A BLUE SEA.
· THE SKY WAS AS BLUE AS THE SEA.

	SLOGAN
	· A SHORT, CATCHY PHRASE USED TO ATTRACT THE AUDIENCE’S ATTENTION.
	· QUALITY IS OUR RECIPE.
· JUST DO IT! (NIKE).

	SYMBOL
	· A PERSON, PLACE OR THING OR EVENT THAT IS USED TO REPRESENT SOMETHING ELSE.
	· WHITE FLAG = SURRENDER.



