Oral Presentation Conventions

Oral presentations provide us with an enormous opportunity to challenge ourselves and build our confidence. There are several conventions, when adhered to, which will ensure success. Many people are frightened of public speaking and often they fall into very avoidable traps. Let’s address several common traits in successful and failed presentations in the form of a Yes-No T-chart.

	YES!
	NO!

	Introduction:

Walk up with confidence and with a strong voice say something to the effect of: “Hello, I’m going to address such-and-such-a topic.” Look at your audience. 
	Introduction:

Try to be cute. Allude to the redundant idea that you are forced into this uncomfortable situation. Say something such as: “So like, yeah, I’ve gotta do this on such-and-such.”

Look at your shoes, or look at your best friend to let us all know that he or she is complicit in your exclusive joke.

	Main Ideas:

Know your content thoroughly so that you look confident and so that you can avoid reading it. Eye contact works.
	Main Ideas:

Read your presentation to illustrate your lack of preparation, lack of understanding, and your complete lack of confidence.

	Conclusion:

Say, “Thank you.” This lets the audience know that you have reached your conclusion in a dignified way, and that you are mannerly: both are important. 

Smile and nod to your teacher. This will be psychologically persuasive, letting him or her know that you know that what everyone witnessed was a high level-four presentation, and he or she would be insane not to recognize it on the rubric. 
	Conclusion:

Say something to the effect of, “So like, yeah.” This reinforces the idea that you did prepare your presentation thoroughly, and that good manners are beneath you.

Avoid all eye contact. This will have the psychological effect of letting us know that the painful experience should be recognized on the low end of the rubric.



	Overall:

Challenge yourself by being earnest in your tone and animated in your expression. 

If you are in the habit of using inappropriate “likes” in your sentences, or if you tend to speak in “uptalk”, practice your presentation by recording it, and note how often you do this. Then, on the day of your presentation, make sure that you have vacuumed the bad habits out of your oral language. 
	Overall:

Avoid a challenge by being sarcastic or taking on the clichéd personality of a TVO Kids host or worse, a character on the Simpsons. 

Read it like a zombie, “MUST, READ, PAPER, MUST, NOT, LOOK, UP.”


Name: ____________________________________________

For next class, examine one of the following questions listed below.  In your presentation, discuss the question presented.  What does this question mean?  Do you agree with it?  Why or why not?   You should provide support for your ideas.  Then, explain the connection to The Chrysalids and present it to the class using the aforementioned conventions. Try not use notes. You should use at least one specific example from the text in your presentation.  It should be approximately 2 minutes long. 
1. Why are people who claim to be religious often hypocritical?
2. How can love help you to overcome any obstacle?
3. Why are humans afraid of what they don’t know?
4. Does violence ever solve anything, or does it only create a never-ending cycle of violence?
5. Why do people who have power often abuse it?
6. Are there traditions that are worth holding onto, or are we staling progress by doing so?

Evaluation Rubric
	
	Below One

<50%
	Level One

50-59%
	Level Two

60-69%
	Level Three

70-79%
	Level Four

80-100%

	Knowledge and Understanding


	_/4
	Shows very little control of the content of the presentation.
	Shows little control of the content of the presentation.
	Shows some control of the content of the presentation.
	Shows a secure control of the content of the presentation.
	Shows command of the content of the presentation.

	
	_/4
	Provides very limited support and specific relevant information to support ideas.
	Provides limited support and specific relevant information to support ideas.
	Provides some support and specific relevant information to support ideas.
	Provides considerable support and specific relevant information to support ideas.
	Provides a high degree of support and specific relevant information to support ideas.

	Oral

Communication


	_/4
	Incomplete


	Speaks with limited clarity and effectiveness in terms of

· Fluency

· Volume

· Speed

· Intonation

· Inflection

· Earnest tone


	Speaks somewhat clearly and somewhat effectively in terms of

· Fluency

· Volume

· Speed

· Intonation

· Inflection

· Earnest tone
	Speaks clearly and effectively in terms of

· Fluency

· Volume

· Speed

· Intonation

· Inflection

· Earnest tone


	Speaks clearly and in an engaging manner in terms of

· Fluency

· Volume

· Speed

· Intonation

· Inflection

· Earnest tone

	
	_/4
	Shows very limited awareness and contact with audience.
	Shows limited awareness and contact with audience.
	Shows some awareness and contact with audience.
	Addresses and interacts with audience with considerable confidence. Maintains eye contact.
	Addresses and interacts with audience with a high degree of confidence.  Maintains eye contact.

	
	_/4
	Shows very limited command of gestures and body language.
	Shows limited command of gestures and body language.
	Shows some command of gestures and body language.
	Shows considerable command of gestures and body language.
	Shows strong command of gestures and body language.

	TOTAL                /20 


