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ENG4C


The 6 Word Memoir

NPR: Interview with Larry Smith and Rachel Fershleiser (Co-Editors of Smith magazine)
Instructions: Listen carefully to the interview. Respond to the questions below in complete sentences. Hand this page in when you’re finished.

1. What prompted Larry and Rachel to post the idea of their website? What is the name of their book?
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2. What is the difference between Hemmingway’s six words and those found on the Smith magazine site/in their book?
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3. Why do you suppose both famous and non-famous peoples’ memoirs are posted on the site/published in the book?
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4. What is the “actual” story behind “I still make coffee for two”?
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5. What are some of the common themes Larry mentions he sees people write about?
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6. What do they mean by universal (or “circular”) 6 word memoirs? Give an example of one:
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7. What does Larry suggest happens as one flips through the book?
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8. Why do you suppose we are, as Larry suggests, “willing to be so intimate with perfect strangers”?
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