Hamlet essay topics
All essays must be MLA formatted 
Length: 4 paragraphs (intro, body, body, conclusion)
Sources: Minimum 2 non-encyclopedic sources (i.e use critical essays rather than Wikipedia or Britannica)
1. Watch The Seventh Seal and write an essay on the following topic: compare and contrast Antonius Block and Hamlet.  How do these characters capture or reflect existentialist ideas? You need to speak to me if you would like to choose this topic
2. Hamlet as a student of the human condition.  What are the topics of his speculation?  How many of these problems are of lasting interest and are relevant in our modern age?

3. Mortality is a central topic in the play.  Identify how mortality affects consciousness in Hamlet.

4. How can Hamlet be read as Shakespeare anticipating 20th century angst?  Is Hamlet an existentialist, or does he simply have too much time on his hands?

5. The Shakespearean scholar Bradley has said that the character of Hamlet “has probably exerted as greater fascination and has been the subject of more discussion than any other [character in literature]”.  Why does Hamlet exert such a fascination?

6. Who am I?  How did I come into this world?  Where am I? The question of identity is very significant to existentialism.  How is Hamlet a search for identity?

7. Analyze the scenes with the grave diggers and/or Osric as revelation of some of the philosophical conflicts and tensions in the play. 
8. How does a moral character live in a corrupt world?

9. You pick a topic of inquiry.  Have your topic approved by teacher.  

Essay is due: APRIL 30. Hard copy in class, and digital copy to turn it in.
